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SARS’

1997 (Act 34 of 1997), is hailed as one of the developments that laid the foundation for South Africa’s 

sustain the country’s democracy, which is now 

trillion for the country’s social and economic development. In the 

%, reflecting the country’s 

sectors’
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and the United Nations University’s 
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publications such as the National Treasury’s 
Budget Reviews and SARS’

• 
–

• 
–

• 
–

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 
• 

SARS’

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• A hyphen (“ ”) in the tables represents zero while a zero symbol (“0”) indicates the rounding 

• 

• 

• Tables numbered with an “A” (e.g. 

— —

provide further insights into South Africa’s social and economic contexts. Please email such 
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2025 | TAX STATISTICS AT A GLANCE

PIT
PERSONAL 

INCOME TAX

CIT
COMPANY 

INCOME TAX

VAT
VALUE 

ADDED TAX

IMPORT VAT 
& CUSTOMS 

DUTIES

26 157 073  
Individuals
648 500    398 908
Employers      Trusts

9 151 909 
Expected 
to submit

7 712 217 Assessed 

R2.7tr Taxable income

R563.3bn Assessed

84.3%
Assessed 

20.8%
Average tax rate

PIT
R733.2bn
(includes PAYE) 
(39.5% of Total)
(9.9% of GDP)

4 144 492 
Companies

1 474 309
Expected 
to submit

1 228 437
Assessed 

R308.9bn  
Tax assessed

83.3%
Assessed 

25.4%
Average tax rate

CIT
R323.2bn
(17.4% of Total)
(4.4% of GDP)

900 285 
VAT vendors

496 858 
Active vendors

R561.4bn
Payments 

R365.5bn 
Refunds

Net VAT
R457.8 bn
(includes payments, refunds & 
Import VAT) 
(24.7% of Total)
(6.2% of GDP)

210 974 
Importers 

R2.8tr* 
Customs Value

R260.0bn*
Import VAT

R79.6bn* 
Customs Duties

* Data on Bills of 
Entry

Effective Tax Rates
Import VAT:

9.3%
Customs Duties:

2.8%

Customs Duties
R76.7bn 
(3.8% of Total) 
(1.0% of GDP)

TAX REGISTER
AS AT

MARCH 2025

EXPECTED 
TO SUBMIT 
& ACTIVE

PAYMENTS, 
REFUNDS, 

BILLS OF ENTRY,
ASSESSMENTS 

% ASSESSED &
% AVERAGE / 
EFFECTIVE 
TAX RATE

COLLECTIONS 
FOR

2024/25

1. For the 2024 Tax Year
2. For the 2023 Tax Year
3. For the 2024/25 Fiscal Year
4. The figure includes interest on overdue income tax

Tax Statistics
Chapters 1 Revenue 

Collections 2 Personal
Income Tax 3 Company

Income Tax 4Value Added 
Tax 5 Import VAT & 

Customs Duties 6 Other Taxes 
& Collections
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• 
• 
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• 

It is the organisation’s vision to build a smart, modern SARS with 

SARS’s Vision 2024
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Tax register, 31 March 2020 – 31 March 2025  

—
—

Eswatini, Lesotho, and Namibia (“BELN” countries) in terms of the Southern 

31 Mar 2021 23 850 668          3 112 509      367 540         618 478                880 553         333 204         299 941         
31 Mar 2022 24 832 105          3 532 646      373 084         632 599                941 406         332 970         299 793         
31 Mar 2023 25 944 562          3 926 252      379 280         643 370                953 665         347 754         310 990         
31 Mar 2024 27 051 828          3 644 147      389 302         643 948                959 000         355 846         317 574         
31 Mar 2025 26 157 073          4 144 492      398 908         648 500                900 285         210 974         185 145         
Percentage year-on-year growth
31 Mar 2022 4.1% 13.5% 1.5% 2.3% 6.9% -0.1% 0.0%
31 Mar 2023 4.5% 11.1% 1.7% 1.7% 1.3% 4.4% 3.7%
31 Mar 2024 4.3% -7.2% 2.6% 0.1% 0.6% 2.3% 2.1%
31 Mar 2025 -3.3% 13.7% 2.5% 0.7% -6.1% -40.7% -41.7%

1. Excludes cases where status is in suspense, estate and address unknown. 
2.
3. The tax year for companies is normally the financial year of the company for financial reporting purposes. 

The tax year for individuals starts on 1 March and ends at the end of February the following year. 

Importers ExportersIndividuals1, 2 Companies 
(CIT)1, 3

Trusts1 Employers1

(PAYE)
VAT 

Vendors1
Number
as at
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Illustration of budget revenue and consolidated revenue

Total budget revenue and consolidated revenue, 2020/21 - 2024/25

share of a country’s output that is collected by the government through taxes 
— —

2020/21 1 249 711   100.9% 88.6% 52 053    1 301 765         -63 395 1 238 369  171 548   1 409 918       -7.8%
2021/22 1 563 754   100.0% 89.3% 46 485    1 610 239         -45 966 1 564 273  187 385   1 751 657       25.1%
2022/23 1 686 697   99.3% 88.9% 56 205    1 742 902         -43 683 1 699 219  197 189   1 896 407       7.9%
2023/24 1 740 870   101.1% 89.4% 61 423    1 802 293         -79 811 1 722 482  223 974   1 946 456       3.2%
2024/25 1 855 270   102.5% 90.9% 44 394    1 899 664         -89 874 1 809 790  231 671   2 041 461       6.6%

1.

2. Includes provinces, social security and selected public entities.

Y/Y 
growth

Includes interest, dividends, rent on land, sales of goods and services, fines and penalties, sales of capital assets, financial transactions
in assets and liabilities, MPRR as well as extraordinary receipts.

Consolidated 
revenue

Other2Budget 
revenue

Tax 
revenue

% of 
budget 

revenue

% of 
consolidated 

revenue

Non-tax 
revenue1

Total tax and 
non-tax 
revenue

Less: 
SACU 

payments

R million
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and economic performance of countries. South Africa’s tax

Tax revenue collections, GDP and CAGR, 2020/21 - 2024/25  
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Revenue Buoyancy, 1994/95 - 2024/25 
 

 
 

GDP is 1.2, indicating that South Africa’s tax system has generally been 

Revenue Buoyancy Average Buoyancy
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contrast, CIT’s contribu

Relative composition of main sources of tax revenue, 2020/21 - 2024/25   
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imposed on sugary beverages to support the Department of Health’s objective 

Health Promotion levy, 2020/21 -2024/25 

 

2020/21 2046 67 2 114                      
2021/22 2182 78 2 260                      
2022/23 2195 110 2 305                      
2023/24 2245 115 2 359                      
2024/25 2282 140 2 423                      

Percentage of total
2020/21 96.8%               3.2% 100.0%                   
2021/22 96.6%               3.4% 100.0%                   
2022/23 95.2%               4.8% 100.0%                   
2023/24 95.1%               4.9% 100.0%                   
2024/25 94.2%               5.8% 100.0%                   

Percentage change year-on-year
2021/22 6.7%                 15.0% 6.9%                       
2022/23 0.6%                 42.2% 2.0%                       
2023/24 2.3%                 4.1% 2.4%                       
2024/25 1.7%                 22.4% 2.7%                       

1. Levy on locally manufactured products

Total Health 
promotion levy

R million Health promotion 
levy1

Health promotion 
levy on imports
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Cost of revenue collection, 2020/21 - 2024/25

 
 

• 

2020/21 1 249 711 10 666 0.85%

2021/22 1 563 754 11 521 0.74%

2022/23 1 686 697 11 990 0.71%

2023/24 1 740 870 12 400 0.71%

2024/25 1 855 270 13 360 0.72%
1.  Operating costs as disclosed in the Statement of Financial Performance for the

 controlling entity in the SARS: Own Accounts Annual Financial Statements.
2.  Operating costs as a percentage of tax revenue.

Tax revenue 
collected

Operating 
costs1

Cost of 
collection2

R million
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• 

 
Composition of main channels of payment (by value), 2020/21 - 2024/25   

 
 
Composition of main channels of payment (by number), 2020/21 - 2024/25 
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For the 2024 tax year… 
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• 

million employees’ tax certificates (IRP5s and 
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tax relief, including “fiscal drag / bracket creep relief”
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taxpayers with an “active” status who were assessed in any of the two 

–
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For the 2024/25 fiscal year… 
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• 
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• 
sector’s performance was boosted by the financial services 

sector’s performance. A reduction in interest 

remaining below SARB’s 3–

• 

• 

• 
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recorded in February 2025 and remaining within the SARB’s 3–

s’
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
provisional tax payments of at least 80% of a company’s tax liability for 



HIGHLIGHTS

TAX STATISTICS  2025     | 26

• 

• 

’

• 
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• 

• 

• South Africa’s GDP recorded a growth rate of 0.6% in 2024, which was 

substantial improvement since 2023/24’s contraction of R30.8

Provisional tax payments by provisional period by tax year, 2021–2024 

 
 
 
 
 

Period

2021 112 760        33.2%          171 359        50.6%          7 729            -9.0% 291 848        

2022 137 836        22.2%          189 093        10.3%          7 949           2.8%            334 878        

2023 133 522         -3.1% 172 598         -8.7% 7 488            -5.8% 313 608        

2024 129 881         -2.7% 167 802         -2.8% 8 779           17.3%          306 463        

Percentage of total
2021 38.6%          58.7%          2.6%            100.0%         

2022 41.2%          56.5%          2.4%            100.0%         

2023 42.6%          55.0%          2.4%            100.0%         

2024 42.4%          54.8%          2.9%            100.0%         

R million
Tax year

Total1st 
Provisional 

period

Percentage 
change

2nd 
Provisional 

period

Percentage 
change

3rd 
Provisional 

period

Percentage 
change
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Provisional tax payments by provisional period 2023 and 2024 

 

–

Provisional tax payments and tax assessed by tax year, 2021–2024 
R million

Tax year
2021 291 848                  294 131                  100.8%
2022 334 878                  337 416                  100.8%
2023 313 608                  308 864                  98.5%
2024 306 463                  195 590                  63.8%

Provisional tax 
payments

Tax 
assessed

Tax assessed as % of 
provisional tax payments
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the number of companies with an “active” status that were assessed in 

Assessed companies, taxable income and tax assessed by taxable income 
group, 2023 

 
 1. Companies with taxable income greater than R100 million constituted 0.1% of the number of companies (not visible 

in number bar) but contributed 68.1% of taxable income and 66.4% of assessed tax. 
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Companies' tax assessed by economic activity, 2023 
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• 

• 

• 

’

Small Business Corporation tax rates, 2021 and 2024 

• 

• 

0 – 83 100     0% 0 – 95 750     0% 15.2%

83 101     – 365 000    7% 95 751     – 365 000    7% –               

365 001    – 550 000    21% 365 001    – 550 000    21% –               
550 001    – and over 28% 550 001    – and over 27% –               

Taxable income 
brackets

Percentage 
increase in top 

bracket
Tax year

Rand

2021 2024 SBC rate for 
2024

SBC rate for 
2021
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Chapter 3: Corporate income tax 
 

34 
 

 

CHAPTER 4: VALUE-ADDED TAX 
This chapter gives an overview of Value-Added Tax (VAT) and provides 
a breakdown of VAT payments and refunds by sector, payment 
category and type of enterprise. It also includes data on input and 
output tax as derived from VAT returns submitted by vendors as well as 
a distribution of VAT vendors by turnover group. 

In the 2024/25 fiscal year: 
• Net Value-Added Tax (VAT) collections totalled R457.8 billion and grew 

by 2.3% compared to the previous year. Domestic VAT, the biggest 
contributor to net VAT amounted to R561.4 billion, with an annual 
growth of 6.8%. The net growth rate (2.3%) was supported by the 
collection of R261.9 billion in VAT on Imports, which contracted by 
1.2% compared to the prior year. VAT refunds, which totalled R365.5 
billion, grew by 6.6% and partially offset the Domestic VAT growth.  

• The main sectors that contributed to Domestic VAT growth were 
Financial Intermediation, Insurance, Real Estate and Business Services; 
Electricity, Gas and Water, as well as Wholesale and Retail Trade, 
Catering and Accommodation. Year-on-year growth was impacted by 
household consumption growth, lower inflation, the two-pot 
retirement system payouts and SARS compliance efforts, among other 
factors.  

• The largest VAT refund increases were observed in Financial 
Intermediation, Insurance, Real Estate and Business Services; 
Manufacturing and Community, Social and Personal Services sectors. 
This growth was however partially offset by the contraction in the 
Wholesale and Retail Trade, Catering and Accommodation sector 
refunds. The growth in VAT refunds was largely because of VAT credit 
returns submitted (value and volumes) in relation to increased input 
costs and zero-rated sales declared, among other factors.  
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35 
 

• Registered vendors totalled 900 285 on 31 March 2025, of which 496 
858 (55.2%) were active. Key statistics are: 

o The 17.4% share of VAT vendors in the monthly submission 
category contributed 83.5% to Domestic VAT payments and 
received 93.2% of the VAT refunds. The 81.1% share of VAT 
vendors that submitted returns bi-monthly (every two months), 
contributed 16.4% to Domestic VAT payments and received 
6.7% of the VAT refunds. 

o Companies and close corporations comprised 82.5% of VAT 
vendors. Individuals made up 10.4%, estates/trusts 5.2%, 
partnerships 1.1% and the remaining entities 0.8%. 

o The Financial Intermediation, Insurance, Real Estate and 
Business Services sector was the largest sector, constituting 
40.6% of the total number of active vendors. 

o VAT vendors with a turnover of R1 million or less, i.e., below the 
mandatory registration threshold, constituted 31.8% of the 
total number of active vendors. 

o On average, for each R1.00 in Domestic VAT payable to SARS, 
R2.93 in output tax was declared and R1.93 in input tax was 
claimed. On average, for each R1.00 in VAT refund claimed 
from SARS, R0.95 in output tax was declared, while R1.95 in 
input tax was claimed. 

• In 2024/25, there were 900 285 registered VAT vendors, of which 496 
858 were active. For 2021/22, the VAT register recorded growth of 
6.9% and 4.4% for the register and active register, respectively. This 
growth was driven by the recovery from the effect of the Covid-19 
pandemic measures. The 2023 and 2024 fiscal years had no material 
movements. For the 2024/25 period under review, the register 
contracted by 6.1% as SARS conducted a VAT register clean-up exercise 
during March 2025. This resulted in the active percentage of the 
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Chapter 3: Corporate income tax 
 

36 
 

register increasing to 55.2% recording growth of 4.3% from the 
previous year. For this chapter, a vendor is regarded as active if a 
payment was received from or a refund made to the vendor during the 
fiscal year, regardless of the registration status.  

Number of registered VAT vendors, 2021/22 – 2024/25 

 

VAT payments by economic activity, 2024/25 
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37 
 

VAT refunds by economic activity, 2024/25

 

From 2021/22 to 2024/25, the supply of standard-rated goods and services 
contributed an average of 96.2% to total output tax, with 2024/25 
recording a 96.5% contribution. Over the same period, the contribution of 
the supply of capital goods remained at 2.6% or lower. The share of capital 
goods and accommodation supplied remained relatively stable over this 
period. 
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Chapter 3: Corporate income tax 
 

38 
 

Output tax by class of supply, 2021/22 – 2024/25 

 

In 2024/25, 31.8% of vendors had a turnover of R1 million or less, i.e., below 
the mandatory VAT registration threshold. However, these vendors 
accounted for only 1.3% of Domestic VAT payments and 4.0% of VAT 
refunded. In contrast, 4.1% of VAT vendors who had an annual turnover 
greater than R100 million accounted for 68.3% of Domestic VAT payments 
and 82.5% of VAT refunded. 
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Distribution of VAT vendors by turnover group, 2024/25 

 
Vendors per annualised turnover (payments and refunds), 2021/22 – 2024/25 

 

2021/2022 2022/2023 2023/2024 2024/2025
Number of vendors 470,239        477,775        488,124        496,858        

Turnover (R million) 16,542,349    19,591,784    20,713,638    21,745,459    

Payments (R million) 446,932        485,939        525,805        563,750        

Refunds (R million)  -263,123  -317,032  -347,555  -363,432

Nett VAT 183,809        168,907        178,250        200,318        
Nett VAT as % turnorver 1.1% 0.9% 0.9% 0.9%
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• 

• 

• 

respectively to the year’s total Duty collection (referencing 

• 
of the year’s Total Tax Revenue respectively, resulting in an 
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• The largest driver of the year’s Import VAT was 

• 

• —
—

• 

• 
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Import VAT by HS section, 2024/25 

 
 

compared to previous year’s 
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Customs Duties by HS section, 2024/25 

compared to previous year’s 2.6%. Key commodities with the 
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Total Import Tax by HS section, 2024/25 

12.1% compared to previous year’s 11.9%. Key commodities with 
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Total Import Tax by World zone, 2024/25 

—
—
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Total Import Tax by Country of origin, 2024/25 

Total Import Tax by Customs port of entry group, 2024/25 
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—

 
Total Import Tax by Customs port of entry, 2024/25 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Distribution of Transfer Duty collected by property value, 2024/25 

• 

• 
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