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SARS Media Release: South African Trade Statistics for May 2009

Pretoria, 30 June 2009 -- The South African Revenue Service (SARS) today releases trade statistics for May 2009 that
records a trade surplus of R 2.0 billion.

Summary
The R2.0 billion surplus for May 2009 was due to an increase in exports of 1.97% and a decrease in imports of 6.35%.

Exports of R 41.4 billion and imports of R39.4 billion resulted in a surplus of R2.0 billion.

Imports decreased from April 2009 to May 2009 by R2.7 billion (6.35%) to R39.4 billion and exports increased by R0.8
billion (1.97%) to R41.5 billion.

Trade Highlights by Category

» The April to May change (down by 6.35%) in import of goods reflected decreases mainly in:
» Machinery and mechanical appliances [down by R1.3 billion (-11%)],

* Original equipment components [down by RO0.6 billion (-26%)]

« Base metals and articles thereof [down by R0.6 billion (-30%)]; and

» The April to May change (up by 1.97%) in export of goods reflected increases mainly in:

* Vehicles, vessels and aircraft [up by R0.9 billion (33%)],

* Vegetable products [up by RO0.6 billion (42%)]; and

« Other unclassified goods [up by R0.5 billion (671%)]

Trade Highlights by World Zone

The world zone results for May 2009 as given below are unaudited, and those for April 2009 are audited.

« Asia: The deficit decreased from R4.7bn in April 2009 to R2.2 billion. Exports increased by R0.25bn to R13.8bn and
imports decreased by R2.6bn to R16bn.

 Europe: The deficit decreased from R2.3bn in April 2009 to R1.8bn in May 2009. Exports decreased by R0.2bn to
R11.9bn and imports decreased by R0.7bn to R13.7bn.

» America: The deficit decreased from R2.4bn in April 2009 to R1.6bn in May 2009. Exports increased by R0.4bn to
R3.8bn and imports decreased by R0.5bn to R5.4bn.

* Africa: The surplus decreased from R4.6bn in April 2009 to R3.6bn in May 2009. Exports increased by R0.3bn to
R7.2bn and imports increased by R1.2bn to R3.6bn.
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Hamonised Sections Monthly Trade Cumulative Trade Imports Exports
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VIl Ch3940  |Plastics and Rubber M4 080 (4451 047 141 383 9,962 84001 TIT| 173 4003 3943
VIll, Ch 4143  |Hides, Skina and Leather (31), 077 (178) 077 13 034 8% 769 104 025 40 504
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TRAGE
Monthly Trade Cumulative Trade Mports Exports
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Oceania (18), 0871 (1883 060 628 15 5504 469 810 147 5536 2608
Other Unclassified Goods 3951 B3| 20438 2482 86| 02 1,082 &8 4037 94 18975 21,284
Ships! Alrcraft Stores 5 2 - - - - 5| 00 20 312
|?ota| SA RN 200 06| (9720  081] 30437| 10000 22640  231g81] d1.%67| 0000|2623 | 212166

Notes:

Janal Febm Apr

emporary Imports
old Imports 4 {K'm;

0% |

|

50| 26%

360

1) Other Unclasaifled: Milleary equipment, unknewn counteles, thips & alreraft stoves & films
2) Special Provisions: Mator car parts for Mator Industry Development Programme {MIDF]
3) 2008 Data is auditad and 2009 data unauditad

For more detail, visit the detailed Trade Statistics page.

4) Temporaty gold Impores ate not heluded Ih nports of export numbers for the trade bakante aleulation
5) The ratio is the value of total exports divided by the value of total imports


http://www.sars.gov.za/home.asp?pid=1306

